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June 30, 2021  

 

Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo  

Governor of New York State  

New York State Capitol Building  

Albany, New York 12224  

 

Dear Governor Cuomo,  

 

The 2020-21 school year has been a significant challenge for our school community. All 

students in the Wantagh School District in grades K-6 have had the opportunity to be in-person 

for instruction since our schools opened in September. In addition, our secondary students in 

grades 7-12 transitioned back to every day in-person instruction in March, after starting the 

year in a hybrid learning model.  

 

In our school community, COVID-19 positivity rates have sharply declined. In addition, 

vaccination rates in our area continue to rise. We ask that you allow for increased local decision 

making in school districts based on the metrics in the area. This will allow communities to 

make local determinations based on their individual situations. During the height of the 

pandemic, a cluster approach was taken to identify communities that required greater 

restrictions in lieu of doing a state-wide approach. Using that same approach as things continue 

to improve will greatly help meet the needs of all communities, including Wantagh.  

 

As we plan for next school year, clear, definitive, and timely guidance is needed to ensure a 

smooth and safe opening of schools.  Therefore, we respectfully request that you provide 

guidance for the upcoming school year no later than July 15, 2021.  Additionally, as you 

provide future guidance, we request that it be complete when released, including all relevant 

details for implementation and that it be coordinated with NYDOH and NYSED prior to 

release.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam Fisher       John McNamara 

Board of Education President     Superintendent of Schools 

Wantagh UFSD      Wantagh UFSD 

 


